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 WASHINGTON “  Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the Fiscal Year 2000 Transportation Appropriations legislation                includes $650,000 for the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority to procure                alternative fuel and paratransit vehicles.  The legislation                was passed by the House today and following the Senate vote next                week President Clinton is expected to sign the bill into law.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee                on Transportation and included the earmark in the FY Š00 bill.              

œPVTA will use these funds to help meet the increased demands for                its Dial-a-Ride program which services seniors and the disabled                throughout the region,” Olver said. œI am pleased to provide funding                that will specifically aid disadvantaged individuals with their                transportation needs.”              

The new vans will be equipped with lift services so that they are                in compliance with the Americans with Disability Act.              

Olver said, œAdditionally, PVTA will explore the possibility of                utilizing alternatives to diesel fuel vehicles such as electric                or compressed natural gas (CNG) buses or vans.”              

Almost seven years ago, PVTA tried to utilize CNG buses, but had                trouble re-fueling because there was only one re-fueling station                in the Pioneer Valley.  Now with advances in technology, PVTA                intends to re-examine these options for alternative fuel vehicles                for its fleet.              

For more information on the paratransit and alternative fuel vehicles                please contact Michele Goldberg at PVTA (413) 732-6248.             
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